
kokoro 
the heart and soul of our community 

san mateo chapter Japanese American citizens league  MAY 2006 

<www.sanmateojacl.org> 

inquiries:  mary jo Kubota-arcarese, co president, 650.593.7358 

 
 

San Mateo JACL is dedicated to promoting the historical and cultural understanding of the 

Japanese American experience and to protecting and advancing the human and civil rights of our 

multi-ethnic society through educational and community programs. 

 

Articles must be submitted before the third Friday in electronic format [Microsoft WORD, New York font] to 

katemotoyama@sanbrunocable.com. 
 

AACP AND ASIAN PACIFIC AMERICAN HERITAGE MONTH:  MAY 2006 
 

Asian American Curriculum Project and other groups, including San Mateo JACL, are organizing events 
for Asian Pacific American Heritage Month on May 20, 2006 at Community Center in San Mateo’s 
Central Park.  There will be theater style seating in the assembly room of the Central Park Self-Help Senior 
Center.  The schedule below is tentative and open to possible changes. 
 
The program features: 
 
12:30 – 12:45 Lion Dance, Shaolin Cultural Center, MasterYung Chi Chung, San Mateo 
12:55   - 1:15 Greetings from San Mateo Downtown Association and Elected Officials 
1:15   - 1:50  Japanese Dance, Misuzu-ka, San Mateo 
1:50   - 2:30  Filipino Stick Fighting, Magdangal School 
2:30   - 3:00  Ukulele performance, J-Town Hui, San Francisco 
3:00   - 4:00  Dramatic performance, Charlie Chin, San Mateo 
4:00   - 4:30  Raffle 
 
Here is a bit more information on two of the performances, courtesy of AACP.  Allen Magdangal was an 
original student of Bruce Lee in his Oakland studio in 1964. Charlie Chin in 1970 teamed up with 
musicians and political activists Chris Iijima, and Nobuko Miyamoto to form a trio that would tour the 
U.S. and record "A Grain of Sand," the first Asian American musical album.  
 
Please come and participate in this free and interesting event, and bring your family and friends!  AACP 
hopes to make this a yearly tradition in our community.  For more information, call AACP at 375-8286. 

 

HISTORICALCAMPSITES UNVEILED BY HAWAI’I’S JCCH RESOURCE CENTER  
 
The Japanese Cultural Center of Hawai’i has as its mission the strengthening of our diverse community by 
educating present and future generations about the evolving Japanese American experience in the islands.  
This organization established the JCCH Hawaii Confinement Sites Committee in response to AB 1493, 
the bill that passed Congress and which will now preserve World War II internment and relocation sites 
throughout the nation.  The committee will lead the JCCH efforts to maintain former internment sites in 
Hawai’i, such as Honouliuli, O’ahu or Kalaheo, Kaua’i.  It seems that JCCH, on its own, is responding 
wisely to the newly passed bill. 
 
Thus far, JCCH has worked with archeologist Jeff Burton and his wife, Mary Farrell, to discover and 
possibly confirm the exact locations of WWII internment camps on O’ahu and Kaua’i.  JCCH hopes to put 



these new discoveries together with research and oral histories to give a clearer picture of life when an 
estimated 1,440 people were unjustly imprisoned throughout the state.  
 
Burton and Farrell, who reside in Arizona and co-authored the book, Confinement and Ethnicity: An 
Overview of World War II Japanese American Relocation Sites, read online about JCCH’s preservation 
projects on Hawai’i internees.  Burton has already surveyed most of the 70 sites where people were 
imprisoned during WWII on the continental United States.  One of the sites, Sand Island, is now an 
industrial part of Honolulu, but Farrell said there is still the possibility of putting up a memorial or plaque 
in the area to make people aware of the area’s history.  “That is the importance of preservation, said 
Farrell, “because people do not realize what was there before.” 
 
There is a statue, titled “The Hula Dancer,” by Alfredo Giusti (1944), an Italian POW, who dedicated the 
work to give hope to those without hope.  Despite such concrete evidence, when long-time residents or 
people who worked in the areas were asked whether they knew anything about the internment camps in that 
area of Honolulu, many said they did not.  One woman exclaimed, “People were not interned in Hawai’i.” 
 
San Mateo JACL has not been contacted by any parties to whom we sent our December 9, 2005 letter 
about the passage of AB 1493; however, we continue to work towards an appropriate memorial for 
Tanforan, San Bruno, through submitting a related grant proposal to the California Civil Liberties Public 
Education Program.  There is now also a precedent established by JCCH in Honolulu for charging a 
committee with working to obtain the funding to create and maintain a memorial at Tanforan. 

 

“THE STOLEN YEARS:” CONCLUSION TO UNIVERSITY OF WASHINGTON’S 

COLUMNS’ ARTICLE ON JAPANESE AMERICANS AND INTERNMENT  

--BY TOM GRIFFIN 
 

By 1944, most officials within Roosevelt’s cabinet realized the internment camps were a mistake.  Since it 
was an election year, Roosevelt decided to wait until after the vote to lift the military orders.  On Dec. 17, 
1944, Public Proclamation No. 22 officially removed Gen. DeWitt’s exclusion orders. 
 
Many returnees faced economic ruin.  Others faced a hostile reaction from the while population.  It is 
beyond the scope of this article to tell the story of the return—and later success—of this generation.  But 
those who came back to the UW in 1945 say they felt welcomed.  .  . . 
 
Of the 15 Nisei students interviewed for this article—all but one completed their college degrees despite 
being forced to leave the UW.  The post-war success of these (and most) second-generation Japanese 
Americans is remarkable.  Doctors, lawyers, engineers, college professors, social workers, government 
officials—their achievements caused some to label them the “model minority,” a name that rightfully 
irritates most Japanese Americans. 
 
Perhaps this later success is the reason why no one interviewed for this article would admit that they are 
bitter about the internments.  “If I had not been evacuated, I don’t know if I would have followed through 
on becoming a doctor,” says Ruby Inouye Shu.  “The chances would not be as great and my intention 
would not b e as firm.” 
 
George Mukasa spent the post-war years in top security positions in the federal government.  “The 
uprooting was a good thing,” he says bluntly.  “It broke up the provincialism in the community.  There 
was too much focus on the dignity of the family, of conforming to this and conforming to that.  I wanted to 
get away from all that.  I grew up pretty fast.” 
 
“I wasn’t bitter.  It’s great to be an American,” adds World War II veteran Hiro Nishimura.  “I had a 
cultural shock over there [in Asia].  I’d rather have two strikes against me in America than live in Burma, 
Thailand or elsewhere.  This is still the best country in the world and the best democracy.” 
 
But their experiences need to be considered in a broader context, says Professor Emeritus Frank Miyamoto.  
“As a matter of fact, it is true.  The internments did disperse the [Japanese American] community.  But at 



 
ORGANIZATION OF CHINESE AMERICANS  

JAPANESE AMERICAN CITIZENS LEAGUE 

FILIPINO AMERICAN COALITION 
 

 

Candidates’ Night 
 

BRING YOUR FRIENDS AND FAMILY TO LISTEN TO AND ASK 

QUESTIONS OF CANDIDATES FOR THIS JUNE’S PRIMARY ELECTION 

 
 FRIDAY, MAY 12, 2006 AT 7:00 TO 9:30 PM 

 

Central Recreation Center Meeting Room (Central Park) 

505 East 5
th

 Avenue, San Mateo 
 

Invited speakers include candidates for major races, including County 

supervisor, state assembly and senate, congress, and others. 

 

FREE 
 

Refreshments will be served. 

OCA, JACL, and Filipino American Coalition are non-profit civic and educational organizations.  We do 

not endorse individual candidates for office. 

 

HAVE QUESTIONS?  CALL DAVID CHAI AT 650-345-4837 
OCA San Mateo Chapter, P.O. Box 218, San Mateo, CA 94401 



 

  

 

 

6th Annual 

Asian Pacific American 

Heritage Celebration 
San Mateo Central Park Senior Center 

Saturday, May 20, 2006  

12:30 to 4:30 pm 
 
 

Free Admission 
 
 

Featuring 
Shaolin Cultural Center – Master Yung Chi Chung (Lion Dance) 
Misuzu-Ka (Japanese Dance)  
Magdangal School of Kali – Professor Allen Magdangal (Filipino martial arts)  
J-Town Hui (Ukulele) 
Storyteller Charlie Chin performs “Chinatown is Burning” (a 1906 Earthquake remembrance) 
Raffle 
 
 

For More Information 
AsianAmericanBooks.com 
650.375.8286 

Organizers and Sponsors 

Asian American Curriculum Project, Inc. 
San Mateo Organization of Chinese Americans 

San Mateo Japanese American Citizens League 
Downtown San Mateo Association 



what kind of cost?” he asks.  “Those alive today were in their teens and early 20s in 1942w,” he notes. 
“They were young and adaptable.  But their parents lost everything.” 
 
Miyamoto is philosophical about his personal experience and his community’s experience.  “One thing I 
think about.  It’s too bad that Japanese Americans have hung on to the evacuation experience as the event 
in their backgrounds that mobilizes their attitudes and sentiments,” he adds.  “Prejudice and 
discrimination are worldwide.  There are a lot of things wrong with American society, but, on the other 
hand, there is no society in the world that has the capacity for change in another direction.” 
 

E-WASTE DISPOSAL 

 
Electronic Waste Management, a division of Acquisitions Office, and a state-approved e-waste collection 
company is located in the Bay Area. EWE is a participant in a state-funded e-waste recycling program.  To 
that end, one of the services provided is free e-waste (electronic waste like tv's, computers, monitors, etc.) 
collection events that held throughout California where anyone from the public is welcome to drop off their 
e-waste at no charge. 
 
 Call:  866-335-3373  or visit:  www.noewaste.com. 

 

HONORING TAKAHASHI MARKET’S CENTENNIAL, HON. TOM LANTOS, 

DELIVERED FEBRUARY 8, 2006 

 
The history of Takahashi Market begins with Mr. Tokutaro Takahashi, a former salt-mine laborer, who 
recognized that many recently arriving Japanese immigrants in the Peninsula were quickly becoming a 
burgeoning new market.  According to Kenge Takahashi, son of Tokutaro Takahashi, the business began 
as a peddling operation, with a horse and cart, to display and carry the groceries, clothes and fishing 
equipment he sold to them. 
 
Mr. Speaker, the Takahashi Market is no longer a mere push-cart shop, but has grown to become an 
established landmark of the Peninsula, providing groceries and community, not only to the Japanese, but 
to all people in the Bay Area. Having been run by three successive generations of Takahashis, the business 
has withstood extraordinary challenges and overcame devastating obstacles. One sad example of this, is that 
the market was closed for several years in the 1940s when the Takahashi family was interned in the World 
War II Japanese relocation camps, first in San Bruno, California, and then in Utah.  
  
After being released from the internment camps, Kenge Takahashi joined the Army, and served honorably 
as an infantryman in the highly decorated, all-Japanese 422nd Regiment of United States Army, F 
Company. After completing his service, Kenge returned to his family business, and prepared to meet the 
ever-changing needs of his customers. Over the next few decades the Takahashi Market grew to meet the 
changing demographics of its clientele and stopped carrying fishing tackle and began stocking Hawaiian 
food in response to a growing population of a Hawaiian community, resulting from airline hires.  
  
Mr. Speaker, while the Takahashi Market has occupied many storefronts at various locations on the 
Peninsula during its 100 year history, the store continuously maintain its extraordinary reputation as a 
reliable, family-owned and run business that specializes in products and foods to sustain the Japanese 
community, and now also the Hawaiian community. On the occasion of its centennial, Takahashi Market 
is remodeling to add a commercial kitchen, once again, expanding and diversifying the business to offer 
prepared foods for sale.  
 
A proclamation was presented to Takahashi Market by Tom Lantos at a small ceremony on April 20, 
2005. 
 
The San Mateo JACL is planning a special commemoration of the market and the Takahashi family in the 
fall; it will feature a special program and giveaways.  If you have patronized the Takahashi Market, please 
come out to help us all celebrate this momentous milestone.  Let’s help Takahashi Market see one hundred 
more successful and tasty years. 



 

A GREAT MUSEUM WEBSITE:  “A MORE PERFECT UNION: 

JAPANESE AMERICANS AND THE U.S. CONSTITUTION” 

 
http://americanhistory.si.edu/perfectunion/experience/index.html 
 
“Two centuries ago, the framers of the Constitution wrestled with the fundamental problem of government:  
how to balance the rights of individual citizens and minority groups against the need for order and defense 
of the society itself.”  So begins this fascinating exhibit by the National Museum of American History, 
which presents the internment of Japanese Americans during World War II as a case study on one of the 
fundamental struggles of the U.S. Constitution. 
 

 
1-800-400-6633 
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