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inquiries:  mary jo Kubota-arcarese,  650.593.7358 
 

 
San Mateo JACL is dedicated to promoting the historical and cultural understanding of the 

Japanese American experience and to protecting and advancing the human and civil rights of our 
multi-ethnic society through educational and community programs. 

 
Articles must be submitted before the first Friday (one month prior to publication) and in electronic format [Microsoft WORD, New 

York font] to katemotoyama@sanbrunocable.com. 
 

VIRGINIA TANAKATSUBO NEW EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR OF COMMUNITY CENTER 
 
Virginia Tanakatsubo was appointed as the new Executive Director of San Mateo Community Center as of April 1, 
2007.  The Center’s Board of Trustees reached this decision after various discussions and considerations.  Virginia has 
been a long time volunteer and supporter and a very active participant at  the Center.  She is currently the Secretary of 
the Board of Trustees. The transition for Virginia into this new position should be very smooth.  Let us welcome 
Virginia. 
 

 
 

Virginia with her daughter Heidi 
 

SAN MATEO JACL FUNDRAISER:  BURLINGAME ART IN THE PARK BURGER BOOTH 
 

The City of Burlingame is hosting its annual Art in the Park Festival on the weekend of June 9 & 10.  The festival will 
be held at Washington Park, Burlingame (next to Burlingame High School). There will be over 100 arts and crafts and 
food booths, as well as live entertainment throughout the weekend.  There’s plenty of fun and excitement for the whole 
family. 
  
Every year, the San Mateo JACL runs a hamburger booth to raise funds for our chapter.  We need volunteers.  If you 



are interested in helping, please contact: Steve Katayama: (650) 306-1880 or Craig Ichiuji: (650) 619-7333. 
 Even if you are unable to participate, we encourage you to come join us in the festivities. 
 

SAN MATEO JACL BURGER BOOTH COUPON 
 

Cut out this coupon and bring it to our burger booth for one free drink  
with purchase of a burger! 

One free drink per customer, please. 
Good at Burlingame Art in the Park, June 9 &10, 2007. 

 
Thank you for your support of JACL and its programs. 

 

THE MANY LANGUAGES OF THE BAY AREA 
 
A San Jose Mercury News article titled, “Say What? How Language Defines Us” written by Mike Smith, states that the 
Bay Area is growing more diverse in its use of languages: 
 

Santa Clara County has the largest population of Hindi speakers among all counties in the United 
States, the second-largest population of Vietnamese speakers, the third-largest population of 
Persian/Farsi speakers, and the fifth biggest number of Chinese speakers . . .  

 
Those who have come from other countries often patronize shops that sell items that make them feel “at home.”   
 
There were a couple of issues related to linguistic diversity in the past few months.  One was a debate in Palo Alto 
about a Mandarin language immersion program in its public schools; the other was the cit of Santa Clara’s proposal to 
designate a part of El Camino Real as “Koreatown.”  It would have entailed hiring police officers who could speak 
Korean and signs posted in both Korean and English.   Both proposals generated considerable debate about 
accommodation, segregation, and assimilation that reflect differing attitudes about language use. 
 
While Santa Clara County as a largest percentage of foreign-born residents in California at 36.3%, San Mateo County 
is close behind at 34.6%, with the highest percentage being Miami-Dad County, Florida at 50.3%. 
 

EVENTS FOR THIS MONTH AND BEYOND 
 

Asian Pacific Islander Heritage Celebration     May 12 
San Mateo Central Park, free entertainment, vendors, food, raffle 
 
“Resettlement to Redress” Film Screening     May 19 
San Mateo Public Library 
 
John Tateishi Tribute Dinner       May 19 
South San Francisco Conference Center 
 
Reenactment of Evacuation at Tanforan      June 2 
The Shops at Tanforan and JCCCNC in San Francisco for reunion luncheon 
 
Fundraiser Burger Both at Art in the Park     June 9 & 10 
Burlingame’s Washington Park 
 
Salute to WWII and Korean War Veterans at USS Hornet    August 12 
USS Hornet 
 

PRESIDENT BUSH HONORS TUSKEGEE AIRMEN 

 
An article in the San Jose Mercury News, March 30, 2007 issue, described how President Bush honored the Tuskegee 
Airmen at a Congressional Gold Medal ceremony—one of the highest honors bestowed by the U.S. Congress.  The 
Tuskegee Airmen, formed in 1941, broke color barriers in enabling the first black fighter pilots to see action.  In this 



story, Maj. George R. Bolling, an 86-year-old San Jose native, was profiled.  Bolling died one week before the honor 
was awarded on the Capitol rotunda.  The major’s son states:  “He was very modest, and he rarely talked about it 
[service] with family.  And, of course, with family you may have other issues, doing the dishes.” 
 
Like many Nisei who fought in World War II, Bolling didn’t talk about awards.  It is more than coincidence that groups 
are lobbying to have the Tuskegee Airmen, all-Nisei fighting units, and Navajo Code Talkers honored in 
commemorative stamps. 

 
RELATIVES OF INTERNED JAPANESE AMERICANS SIDE WITH MUSLIMS 

 
An article in the New York Times dated April 3, 2007 and written by Nina Bernstein discusses how relatives of Min 
Yasui, Fred Korematsu, and Gordon Hirabayashi—three Japanese Americans who challenged the government’s racial 
profiling as “enemy aliens” during World War II—are urging an appeals court to overturn the language of a ruling 
made last year.  The ruling, made by a federal judge, enables the government to “detain noncitizens indefinitely on the 
basis of race, religion or national origin.”  Bernstein’s article goes on to say that the ruling “came after a class-action 
lawsuit by Muslim immigrants held after 9/11.” 
 
Here is the background information.  Federal Judge John Gleeson ruled on the case Turkmen v. Ashcroft.  The lead 
plaintiff Ibrahim Turkmen and others of Muslim descent appealed Judge Gleeson’s decision, which held that “the 
executive is free to single out ‘nationals of a particular country.’”  Gleeson went on to rule that singling out Arab 
Muslims for detention to investigate ties to terrorism was “not so irrational or outrageous as to warrant judicial 
intrusion into an area in which courts have little experience and less expertise.”  Gleeson admitted that the profiling was 
“crude” but dismissed claims of discrimination.  Further, the Justice Department put forth that government officials 
were “confronted with unprecedented law enforcement and security challenges in the wake of the Sept. 11 attacks” and 
that “there were no clear judicial precedents in this extraordinary context.” 
 
The friends-of-the-court brief filed in the United States Court of Appeals for the Second Circuit seeks to avoid “the 
repetition of a tragic episode in American history” that is also, for the plaintiffs, “painful family history.”  In the case of 
Japanese Americans, when World War II occurred, there were 47,000 immigrants in 48 states, with 90 percent living 
on the West Coast.  Despite many being in the states for 17 years, they were not permitted, by law, to become 
naturalized citizens.  When President Franklin D. Roosevelt signed Executive Order 9066, Japanese Americans living 
in the West Coast were defined as “enemy aliens” who were eventually sent to concentration camps in the interior. 
 
Fred Korematsu, Gordon Hirabayashi, and Min Yasui were American citizens who challenged the racially based 
detention and curfew programs of EO 9066.  But the measures were upheld by the Supreme Court in a 6 to 3 decision 
in 1944, only to be repudiated in 1983.  In an email message to Bernstein, Holly Yasui wrote, “I feel that racial 
profiling is absolutely wrong and unjustifiable.  That my grandmother was treated by the U.S. government as a 
‘dangerous enemy alien’ was a travesty.  And it killed my grandfather.’” 

 
SAN MATEO COUNTY HISTORY MUSEUM CELEBRATION DAY 

 
The San Mateo County History Museum will present its second annual Celebration of the Peninsula’s Diversity:  
Immigrants Day Festival.  The ethnically rich San Mateo County now has a population of which about a third have 
been born in another country.  This is a historical legacy.  As early as 1880, a third of the population of San Mateo 
County was born in another country.  A new permanent, 2000 square foot exhibit gallery - - Land of Opportunity: 
The Immigrant Experience in San Mateo County - - within the Museum, documents this history.   
 
The Immigrants Day Festival will feature, in addition to the Museum’s regular offerings, food tasting from countries 
that have historically been places from which people have come to the peninsula, including Italy, Portugal, Ireland, 
Mexico, Japan, China, and the Philippines.  Children will try traditional craft activities like writing their name in 
Japanese with a “Fude-Pen.”  Cultural dances and other performances will be staged on Courthouse Square at the steps 
of the History Museum.  Acts will include Chinese Lion Dancing, the Murphy Irish Dancers, and Japanese Taiko 
Drums.  Readings by immigrant authors such as Mexican immigrant and media personality Rose Guilbault will speak 
about recent experiences.  
 
Admissions to Museum will be cut in half for the day -- $2 for adults and $1 for seniors and students; children five and 
under are free.   
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